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SUBJ: APPEALS COURT CONPIRMS OLANCHO VERDICT 
REF: (A) TEGUCIGALPA 974, (B) TEGUCIGALPA 667 

1. SECOND COURT OP APPEALS HAS CONPIRMED JUTICALPA COURT DEC- 
ISION (REP B) BINDING MAJOR JOSE ENRIQUE CHINCHILLA AND LT. BEN- 
JAMIN PLATA GUILTY OP OLANCHO MURDERS AND ACQUITTING OTHER 
ACCUSED PERSONS. THREE-MAN COURT AMENDED SOMEWHAT THE LOWER COURTS 
REASONING, BUT IT RESULTS IN THE SAME 15-YEAR SENTENCE FOR 

THE TWO MILITARY OFPICERS. 

2. NOT SURPRISINGLY, THE APPEALS COURT DECISION HAS SET OFP 

A SERIES OP COMMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE OR- 
IGINAL BINDING (REP A) WITH THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (PDCH) AND 
NATIONAL UNION OP CAMPESINOS (UNC) BEING MOST OUTSPOKENLY AGAINST 
THE PAILURE TO CONVICT MORE THAN TWO OP THE ACCUSED. VARIOUS 
STUDENT AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS HAVE ANNOUNCED PROTEST DEMONSTR- 
ATIONS FOR JUNE 1. 
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3. NEITHER THE DEPENSE OR THE PROSECUTION HAS YET ANNOUNCED 
WHETHER THEY WILL TAKE THE CASE TO THE NEXT STEP, THAT OP ASKING 
THE SUPREME COURT POR CASATION. AS EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS IT, 

THIS PROCESS IS NOT AN APPEAL AS SUCH, BUT A REQUEST POR ABROGA- 
TION OR REPEAL BASED UPON FAULTS IN THE ORIGINAL CASE. IT IS A 
DIPFICULT PROCEDURE AND ONE SUPREMEN COURT OPFICIAL TOLD EMBOPP 
THAT IN NINE CASES OUT OF TEN IT PAILS. 
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4. INFORMAL COMMENTS MADE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE APPEALS COURT, 
RAUL ELVIR COLINDRES, AND A READING OF THE DECISION SHOWS THAT 
THE COURT RELIEVED THE TWO LEADING CIVILIANS, MEL ZELAYA AND 
CARLOS BAHR, WERE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN PLANNING FOR STOPPING THE 
CAMPESINO HUNGER MARCH, BUT DID NOT EIND SUFFICIENT PROOF TO CON- 
VICT THEM OF TAKING PART IN THE MURDERS. CRITICS OF THIS DECISION 
POINT TO THE EINDINGS OE THE ARMED FORCES INVESTIGATING COMMIS- 
SION, WHICH IMPLICATED ZELAYA AND BAHR. ELVIR NOTED, HOWEVER, 
THAT THE REPORT WAS SECONDARY EVIDENCE. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE THIS DECISION ACQUITTING THE CIVILIANS DOES 
NOT SATISFY ALL POINTS OF VIEW, IT DOES FULFILL HONDURAN LEGAL 
REQUIREMENTS. ZELAYA AND BAHR WERE ACQUITTED BECAUSE THEIR 
COURT STATEMENTS (REF A), WHILE SELF-SERVING, APPEAR TO HAVE 
BEEN ACCEPTED IN THE ABSENCE OF CONTRADICTING EVIDENCE. 
JARAMILLO 
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